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NESCO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OCON, XF, IS, UNESCO 

SUBJECT: 94TH EXD: ITEM 4.4.1: ARAB RESOLUTION ON JERUSALEM 
EXCAVATIONS 

REF: PARIS 15190 (NOTAL) 

1. REFTEL REQUESTED GUIDANCE REGARDING U.S. POSITION ON 
ALGERIAN DRAFT RESOLUTION RE ISRAELI EXCAVATIONS IN JERUSALEM. 

2. WE ARE NOT IN POSITION TO COMMENT ON SPECIFICS OF DRAFT 
RESOLUTION OR ON ACCURACY OF REPORT BY UNESCO EXPERT, WHICH 
NOT AVAILABLE TO US. NEVERTHELESS. DEPARTMENT SHOULD BE 
AWARE THAT GOJ HAS IN PAST WEEKS DEVOTED INTENSE EFFORT TO 
PUBLICIZING THREAT THAT GOJ CONSIDERS ISRAELI EXCAVATIONS 
POSE TO ISLAMIC PROPERTIES IN JERUSALEM. 
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3. UNDOUBTEDLY GOJ WILL BE WATCHING USG ACTIONS CLOSELY ON 
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THIS DEEPLY-FELT ISSUE WHICH TAKES ON EVEN GREATER INTENSITY 
IN VIEW OF PRESIDENT NIXON S RECENT TRIP AND CURRENT 
JORDANIAN ANXIETY OVER FUTURE OF JERUSALEM AN WEST 
BANK ISSUES IN MIDEAST NEGOTIATIONS. 
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